ELLEN TERRY

rounded, and,, indeed, it was that which had attracted her to him. But she
did not realise how at variance her pranks were with the ideals that had
been constructed around her. It never occurred to her that she could be
separated from the new life she had learnt to love so much. She was
married, and there was an end to the matter. When the separation was
placed before her she was too thunderstruck even to be rebellious. To
Watts the separation meant freedom from a stupid mistake. To Nell it
meant that she had to return from the paradise of Little Holland House
to the squalor and strife of boarding houses.

"Deeply wounded, Nell left Little Holland House. For days she sat at the
window of the hideous room her mother had prepared for her waiting for
her Signer to fetch her back. But he never came. Gradually the numbness
disappeared and she grew bitter. She felt that she had been unjustly
excluded from a world which she had won and which was her due. She
longed to return to the "hornet's nest* which had been for the space of
barely eighteen months her home. But it was not to be. In desperation she
flew to the man who had stood for much the same values as Watts in the
years just before her marriage when she had been acting in Bristol. But
though Godwin was a versatile and gifted man he was also something of a
villain.

Watts settled down to life without Nell with much the same outlook as
before he had met her. An ideal had been smashed, but he expected little
good to come to him. At all events there was no scandal. At Little Hol-
land House the matter was passed over as something untoward that had
occurred by error. Watts wrote to his friends explaining his motives and
enacting vows of secrecy. By putting himself in the worst possible light he
gained their sympathy. There was even an attempt to arrange a reconcilia-
tion, but when Nell disappeared to the country with Godwin it became
impossible. So the marriage took on a tragic and romantic air. The
devotees made the aJffair fit in with the rest of the conception they had
created of Watts. It was just one of those things that happen to a gifted
artist. The story, of course, had to be altered into the plural as the years
went by and Ellen Terry was acknowledged to be a woman of genius and
the greatest actress of the century. Her fame was the cause of some surprise
at Little Holland House and Watts was genuinely astonished that little*
naughty Nell should have turned out a person of consequence.1

1 Ellen Terry applied to Watts for a divorce which was made absolute in September 1877.